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Is dialysis a cure for kidney failure?
No.  Hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis help 
you feel better and live longer; however, they 
do not cure kidney failure.  Although people 
with kidney failure are now living longer 
than ever, over the years kidney disease can 
cause problems such as heart disease, bone 
disease, arthritis, nerve damage, infertility, 
and malnutrition.  These problems won’t go 
away with dialysis; however, doctors now have 
new and better ways to prevent or treat them.  
You should discuss these problems and their 
treatments with your doctor.

What is a kidney transplant?
A kidney transplant places a healthy kidney from 
another person into your body.  The kidney may 
come from someone who has just died.  Your 
doctor will place your name on a waiting list for a 
kidney.  A family member or friend might be able 
to give you a kidney.  Then you don’t have to wait.
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